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Clayton Century Foundation 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

 
Wednesday, January, 27, 2016 
Heritage Building, Courtroom 

10 N. Brentwood 
5:30 pm 

 
Attendees: J.J. Flotken, Judy Goodman, Gary Krosch, Gary Feder, Bob Paster, 

Cheryl Verde, Ben Uchitelle, Sarah Melinger, Michelle Harris, John 
McCormick, Cindy Rapponotti, Steven Rosenblum, Cindy Berger, Mike 
Zaccarello, Janet Horlacher, Linda Goldstein, Barbara Brinkman, Josh 
Ferguson, Becky Patel, Stephanie Gross, Cathy Krane 

Absent: Jill Fisher, Ira Berkowitz, Jason Braidwood, Cordell Whitlock, Rich Lintz  
Staff:  Sarah Umlauf – Museum and Community Outreach Specialist, Patty 

DeForrest – Director of Parks and Recreation 
          ______________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Call to Order 
J.J. Flotken called the meeting to order. 
 
Following introductions around the table, J.J. noted his gratitude and humility in 
having the opportunity to have worked with Judy Goodman.  Michelle Harris, 
Cindy Berger and Linda Goldstein all offered words celebrating Judy’s term as 
President and her instrumental role in starting the organization. 

 
2. Review of October 28, 2016 Minutes 

Gary Feder moved to approve the minutes and Michelle Harris seconded the 
motion.  The October minutes were approved unanimously. 
 

3. Financial Report 
Gary Krosch presented the statement of financial position to the Board of 
Directors.  Gary reported that well over 90% of funds raised by CCF goes directly 
to projects and that is due to the work of volunteers. 
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Gary reported that CCF has about $118,000 in unrestricted funds which puts the 
organization in good standing with budgeted expenditures for 2016. 
 
Ben Uchitelle proposed a question of concern regarding the gift of stock to CCF 
and Gary Krosch noted that because Barry-Wehmiller is a privately traded 
company, the gift to the organization is not at risk. 
 

4. Presentation of Work Plan 
J.J. Flotken reviewed the mission and four guiding principles of the Clayton 
Century Foundation.  J.J. reported that the Executive Committee has developed 
a work plan for 2016 to set the priorities for the organization for the year.  The 
work plan highlights four goals for 2016 including 1) Spreading the word about 
CCF and building awareness of the organization; 2) Identify one new and exciting 
project; 3) Strengthen the organizations relationship with the City of Clayton; 4) 
Increase annual revenue. 
 
J.J. also noted that the Executive Committee identified long-term goals that 
include attracting new CCF leaders, transitioning to a high level donor tracking 
system, and activating all board members to serve on one or more committees. 
 

5. Committee Reports 
Major Gifts 
Steven Rosenlum serves as the Chair of Major Gifts and in his absence Judy 
Goodman provided a report on the committee. 
 
Judy reported that CCF was contacted by the Opus Foundation which serves as 
the charitable arm of the developer of the building at Central and Maryland.  
Opus encouraged CCF to apply for a $5,000 awarded monthly by the foundation.  
Opus also encouraged CCF to apply for a larger grant which is reviewed twice a 
year.  They are interested in supporting projects that are within walking distance 
of their building project. 
 
Patty reported that the Chapman Plaza and Gardens project is in the design 
phase and moving forward, is hopeful that the project will break ground in 
August. 
 
CCF is also working to complete the Heritage Center with thanks to a gift from 
Olin Corporation.  Judy commended the work of Gary Feder and his role in 
securing the gift for both Chapman Plaza and the Heritage Center. 
 
Major Gifts, in looking to future projects, will be discussing potential projects in 
Ward 1 as well as the Family Center Playground and the beautification of the 
new parkland which will expand Hanley Park to the west. 
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At this time, Patty DeForrest presented her report listing the projects approved by 
the Board of Aldermen.  Patty noted that she is not seeking approval of the list 
but anticipates that the CCF may want to prioritize the list in the future. 
 
Philanthropy 
Sarah Melinger, Chair of the Philanthropy Committee, presented a report 
summarizing the end-of-year fundraising push by CCF and noted the success of 
CCF’s efforts in 2015. 
 
Sarah reported that in 2016, the Philanthropy Committee hopes to send a mailing 
that targets each ward.  The group is also considering the possibility of finding a 
challenge donor. 
 
Community Building 
Becky Patel, Chair of Community Building, reported that current members of her 
committee include Cindy Rapponotti, Josh Ferguson and Stephanie Gross.  
Becky reported that the goals of Community Building include growing their 
committee, a focus on communication and events and the development of a clear 
calendar. Her committee will promote upcoming events and encourage all board 
members to attend events and get involved. 
 
Board Development 
Cindy Rapponotti, Chair of Board Development, reported that her committee is 
still in its forming stages but current members include J.J. Flotken, Janet 
Horlacher, Becky Patel, Ken Shapiro and Chuck Freedman. 
 
In addition to identifying and cultivating new members of the board and 
developing a long-term succession plan, the committee hopes to engage current 
members through team-building or other enrichment activities.  The committee 
will also serve a board governance role in ensuring that all members contribute to 
the organization and are compliant with the bylaws and policies of the foundation. 
 

6. Core Initiative Committee Reports 
Bob Paster reported on the activity of CCF History noting that the group is very 
active at the moment.  CCF History is considering holding an event at the 
property located next to Hanley Park before it is torn down. 
 
The group continues to host its successful Speaker Series and recently hosted a 
presentation on genealogy. 
 
In planning for the opening of the Heritage Center, CCF History has reached out 
to other organizations to learn from them including the Carondelet Historical 
Society. 
 
CCF History is planning to open the Heritage Center by mid-May and is actively 
planning its opening exhibit.  Cindy Berger reported that the Heritage Center will 
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be in need of volunteers and hopes that CCF Board members will consider giving 
their time to assist in staffing the open hours of the Heritage Center. 

 
7. New Business 

There was no new business. 
 

8. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, April 27, 2016 at 5:30pm at 10 S. 
Brentwood Boulevard. 
 

9. Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 pm. 


